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CLAIMS 

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A method, comprising: 

using a driver to filter read requests initiated by a client computer, wherein 
if a file that is the subject of a read request is referenced by a local file system of 
the client computer, the driver routes the read request to the local file system, 
and if a file that is the subject of a read request is not referenced by the local file 
system, the driver routes the read request to a remote file system; 

routing to the local file system all requests to write files of the remote file 
system, thereby causing a file that is the subject of such a request to be written 
to the local file system. 

2. The method of claim 1 , wherein said files that are the subject of said read 
and write requests comprise operating system files. 

3. The method of claim 1 , further comprising, if a read request is routed to 
the remote file system, and if the file to be read is of a predetermined type, then 
automatically causing the file to be written from the remote file system to the local 
file system. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein said predetermined type of files comprises 
configuration files. 
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5. The method of claim 1 , wherein the remote file system comprises a UNIX 
file system. 

6. The method of claim 1 , further comprising, presenting a user of the client 
computer a uniform view of the files of the local and remote file systems. 

7. The method of claim 1 , further comprising, filtering said write requests via 
said driver. 

8. A method, comprising: 

receiving a client computer's request to read a file; 

by means of a driver of the client computer, routing the read request to a 
remote file system; and 

upon receiving the client computer's request to write to the file, writing the 
file to a local file system of the client computer. 

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising, prior to routing the read 
request to the remote file system, determining the file to be read is not 
referenced by the local file system. 

1 0. The method of claim 8, further comprising, after writing the file to the local 
file system, routing all further requests to read the file to the local file system. 
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1 1 . One or more computer-readable mediums having stored thereon 
sequences of instructions that, when executed by a computer, cause the 
computer to perform the actions: 

use a driver to filter read requests initiated by a client computer, wherein if 
a file that is the subject of a read request is referenced by a local file system of 
the client computer, the driver routes the read request to the local file system, 
and if a file that is the subject of a read request is not referenced by the local file 
system, the driver routes the read request to a remote file system; 

route to the local file system all requests to write files of the remote file 
system, thereby causing a file that is the subject of such a request to be written 
to the local file system. 

12. The medium of claim 1 1 , wherein said read requests filtered by said driver 
comprise requests to read operating system files. 

13. The medium of claim 1 1 , wherein said read requests filtered by said driver 
comprise requests to read configuration files. 

14. The medium of claim 1 1 , further comprising instructions that, when 
executed by the computer, cause the computer to perform the actions: 

if the file does not exist on the local file system and the file comprises a 
predetermined type, writing the file to the local file system. 
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15. The medium of claim 14, wherein said predetermined type of files 
comprises operating system files. 

16. The medium of claim 14, wherein said predetermined type of files 
comprises configuration files. 

1 7. The medium of claim 1 1 , wherein the remote file system comprises a 
UNIX distributed file system. 

18. The medium of claim 1 1 , wherein the remote file system comprises a 
UNIX network file system. 

19. The medium of claim 1 1 , wherein said driver also filters said write 
requests. 

20. A system, comprising: 

a plurality of client computers, each of which maintains a local file system 
for accessing local files; 

a remote machine providing access to remote files; and 
on each client computer, a driver to i) filter read requests initiated by the 
client computer, ii) route a read request to the local file system of the client 
computer when a file that is the subject of the read request is maintained in the 
local files of the client computer, and otherwise route the read request to a 
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remote file system for accessing the remote files, and iii) route to the local file 
system of the client computer, all requests to write the remote files. 



13 



